Curriculum Vitae

Rev. Dr. Charles Wesley Thurman, Jr.

Director of Black Church Studies
Instructor of Black Church Studies
Doctor of Ministry Track Professor of African American Spiritual Formation and Discipleship
Nazarene Theological Seminary

1700 E Meyer Blvd
Kansas City, MO 64131
317-674-2637
charles.thurman(@nts.edu

Personal Data

Birth: June 29, 1987 in Indianapolis, IN

Spouse: Christina Jahnee’ Thurman (married May 16, 2009)

Children: Caiden Elijah Thurman (b. April 29, 2014), Cailum Joshua Thurman (b. December 15,
2016), Cailah Elizabeth Thurman (b. March 29, 2018), Caisey Jada Thurman (b. August 26, 2019)
Church Membership: Liberation African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church (indianapolis, IN)

Teaching and Research Areas

Black Liberation Theology, Methodist Doctrine Theology, Church Planting, Church Growth
& Revitalization in African American Contexts, Methodist Class Meeting/Small Group
Development, Spiritual Development for Black Millennials

Ministerial Credentials

Exhorter’s License @ 2009 Indianapolis District Conference of AME Zion Church

Local Preacher’s License @ 2011 Indianapolis District Conference of AME Zion Church
Traveling Ministers Appointment @ 2012 Midwest Mega Conference of AME Zion Church
Deacon’s Ordination @ 2014 Indiana Annual Conference of AME Zion Church

Elder’s Ordination @ 2016 Indiana Annual Conference of AME Zion Church

Pastor Appointments @ 2016, 2018, & 2024 @ Annual Conference of AME Zion Church

Education

PhD Course: African American Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric - January 2023
Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN
Phd-D907: Homiletical Theory of African American Preaching
Program Director and Instructor: Dr. Frank Thomas
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Doctor of Ministry: Transformational Leadership - May 2016-April 2020

Wesley Seminary @ Indiana Wesleyan University Marion, IN
Research Focus: An Analysis of the Methodist Class Meeting and Its Spiritual Effects
on Black Millennial in the 215t Century.
Research Locations: Atlanta, GA - 2016 / Oxford, England - 2017 / San Diego, CA - 2018
Supervising Faculty: Bob Whitesel, DMin, PhD. & Edgar Elliston, PhD.

Master of Divinity: Church Planting and Multiplication - July 2013 -July 2016
Wesley Seminary @ Indiana Wesleyan University Marion, IN
Research Areas: Mission, Leadership, Worship, Proclamation, Congregational
Spiritual Formation, Congregational Relationship, Church Planting
Degree Certificates: Church Planting and Multiplication
Integration Capstone: MDiv Portfolio of Academic Work - Essential Themes in the
Christian Church

Bachelor of Arts: Psychology —~August 2006 - August 2011
Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis, Indianapolis, IN

Denominational Conference Studies: Studies required for Ordination. 2000- 2006
Indiana Conference of the AME Zion Church
Facilitator: Rev. Dr. Anthony K.R. Gibson, Presiding Elder of the Indianapolis District
of the AME Zion Church
Presiding Prelate: Bishop Darryl B. Starnes Sr. - Midwest Episcopal Area of the AME
Zion Church

Current Employment

Nazarene Theological Seminary - January 2021-Present
Director of Black Church Studies
Instructor of Black Church Studies
DMIN Track Professor of African American Spiritual Formation and Discipleship
Lead Faculty for Black Leadership and Ministry Doctor of Ministry Degree
Associate Director of Doctor of Ministry Program - (January 2021-December 2024)
1700 E Meyer Blvd
Kansas City, MO 64131

Lead Developer in the Masters and DMin in Black Leadership and Ministry

Teach courses in Black Leadership and Ministry Doctor of Ministry Program
Coordinate and implement programs and activities to advance Black theological studies
Give oversight to Black student support Group - Black Seminarians Network (BSN)
Monitor/move students through the DMin recruitment and enrollment process
Communicate with prospective and current students

Articulate and evaluate academic and performance goals

Coordinate program logistics at on- and off-site facilities; travel required

Manage DMin budget: authorizing, tracking, and reporting on expenses

Assist with Faculty and Faculty Advisor contracts, training, and evaluations

Assist all academic programs in syllabus review, evaluation, and regulation

Assist with course instruction and dissertation evaluation
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DMin Track Development

Academic Experience

Nazarene Theological Seminary
Master’s-Level Courses

“Introduction to Black Theology” (THE510)
This course serves as an introductory course in Black Theology by
highlighting the influence of African American thought on theology
and God’s activity in the Church and World in relation to the social,
economic, and political realities of Black life in America. Students will
understand the basics of Black Theology by engaging significant
scholars, leaders, and theologians in Black Theology.

“African American Biblical Interpretation” (THE610)
This course is an introduction to the principles and practices of
interpreting the bible through the lens of the African American
experience. Selected biblical passages are surveyed and examined in
view of Black Liberation Theology. Students will apply methods of
African American biblical hermeneutics for personal, congregational,
and academic tasks.

Doctoral-Level Courses

“Understanding Trauma in the Black Context” (DMN 901)
This course analyzes the roots of cultural trauma in the African
American context and its effects on Black pastors, churches, and
communities today. Students will learn methods of addressing trauma
to promote systemic change for congregants and community
members.

“Transformational Practices for addressing Racial Trauma” (DMN 902)
This course focuses on developing a contextualized theology of
cultural trauma for the pastor/leader through practical application.
Students will apply methods learned concerning cultural trauma in
the Black Context in areas of personal formation, proclamation, and
ministry design.

Ministerial Experiences

Lead Pastor, Liberation AME Zion Church (Indianapolis, IN) - July 2024 - Present
Primary Preacher & Teacher

Oversees ministries and committees

Counseling — Marriage, Family, Educational

Complete all duties outlines for the “Pastor in Charge” in the discipline of The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Lead Pastor, St. Matthew AME Zion Church (Kansas City, MO) - January 2018 - June 2024
Primary Preacher & Teacher

Oversees ministries and committees

Counseling — Marriage, Family, Educational
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Complete all duties outlines for the “Pastor in Charge” in the discipline of The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Lead Pastor, Alive AME Zion Church (Noblesville, IN) - 2014-2017
Founding Planter
Established Relationships in Community Aug. 2014 - Aug. 2015
Began Small Group Discipleship Aug. 2015- June 2016
Appointed Pastor and Established Church in AME Zion Denomination June 2016
Primary Preacher & Teacher
Chief Small Group Leader
Oversees ministries and committees
Counseling — Marriage, Family, Educational
Complete all duties outlines for the “Pastor in Charge” in the discipline of The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

Publications, Presentations, & Papers

“African American Preaching: When Racial Trauma births a Rhetorical Tradition” - Nazarene
Theological Seminary Preacher’s Conference, Kansas City, Mo (September 2023)

“Homiletical Theory in the African American Tradition”, Christian Theological Seminary,
Indianapolis, IN (February 2023)

“Content # Context: Preaching @ the Margins” - Nazarene theological Seminary
Preacher’s Conference, Kansas City, MO (September 2022)

“Church Revitalization Through Prophetic Proclamation” - Nazarene Theological Seminary
Preacher’s Conference, Kansas City, MO (October 2021)

“An Analysis of the Methodist Class Meeting and Its Spiritual Effects on Black Millennials in
the 21st Century”, Marion IN (DMIN Dissertation - April 2020).

“Retooling our People: Contextual Evangelism, Outreach, and Discipleship that Engages
Youth and Young Adults” - Kansas City District of the AME Zion Church - Fantastic 4 Christ,
Kansas City, MO (December 2019)

“Essential Themes in the Christian Church: A Portfolio of Academic Work”, Marion, IN
(MDIV Project - July 2016)

“Woman in Ministry: A Theological, Historical and Exegetical study on the Essentiality of
Woman in Christian Leadership”, Indianapolis, IN (July 2016)

“Young Adult Discipleship: A Look at Discipleship from the Perspective of Millennials” -
Midwest Episcopal Leadership Training Institute, Hilton Knoxville Airport Hotel, Alcoa, TN
(July 2015)

“Ethnicity and the Church: The Effects of Multi-cultural ministry relationship and a
Congregation’s Spiritual Formation” Marion, IN (Dec. 2015)
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“Church Multiplication: Planting and Growing Churches for the 21st Century”, Marion IN
(Sept. 2015)
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