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MA Theological Studies 
 Five-Year Calendar (Tentative) 

 
Semester 1        2011/12       2012/13           2013/14            2014/15                2015/16 

Enrollment with Director Before  8/22 Before 8/20 Before 8/19 Before 8/18 Before 8/17 

Student Verification & 
Tuition Payment 

7/25-8/22      7/23-8/20 7/22-8/19 7/21-8/18 7/27-8/24 

Submission for Thesis 
Proposal for Spring 
graduation 

9/29 9/27 9/26 9/25 9/24 

Application for Thesis 
Defense-Fall Graduation 

9/29 9/27 9/26 9/25 9/24 

Submit copies of Thesis-
Fall Graduation 

10/13 10/18 10/17 10/16 10/15 

Online Spring Course 
Selection 

10/24-11/17 10/29-11/20 10/28-11/24 10/27-11/20 10/26-11/19 

Thesis Defense Date-Fall 
Graduation  

TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Final Week of Classes 12/12-12/15 12/10-12/13 12/9-12/12 12/8-12/11 12/14-12/17 

     
 
 Semester 2                  2011/12       2012/13          2013/14            2014/15                    2015/16 

Enrollment with Director Before 1/23 Before 1/21 Before 1/20 Before 1/19 Before 1/18 

Student Verification & 
Tuition Payment 

12/19-1/23 12/17-1/21 12/16-1/20 12/15-1/19 12/21 – 1/18 

Application for Thesis 
Defense-Spring 
Graduation 

3/1 2/28 2/27 2/26 2/25 

Online Summer/Fall 
Course Selection 

3/26-4/19 3/25-4/18 3/24-4/17 3/23-4/16 3/21-4/14 

Submit copies of Thesis-
Spring Graduation 

3/29 4/4 4/3 3/26 3/24 

Thesis Defense Date-
Spring Graduation 

TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Submission for Thesis 
Proposal for Fall 
graduation 

5/3 5/2 5/1 4/30 4/28 

Final Week of Classes 5/7-5/10 5/6-5/9 5/5-5/8 5/4-5/7 5/2-5/5 
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ADMINISTRATION 
The administration of the program will rest in the hands of the following persons, appointed by the Dean of 
the Faculty: 

1. Director of the MA(TS) degree program. 
2. Registrar. 
3. The MA(TS)/PhD Committee. 

 
The responsibilities of the MATS/PhD Committee shall be: 

a. To consider applications for admission to the Research Track and to admit applicants it judges to 
meet the standards for admission. 

b. To approve faculty thesis directors for students admitted to the Research Track. 
c. To assist the degree director in deciding upon occasional applications for which the standard 

admissions criteria may be inadequate or inappropriate. 
d. To assist the degree director in handling issues of academic probation, reinstatement of a student 

in the program after probation, and possible extension of a student’s course of study beyond the 
stated maximum time allowed for completion of the degree. 

e. To assist the degree director in conducting ongoing evaluation and assessment of the program, 
and to suggest strategies and methods for strengthening and improving it. 

 
PURPOSE 
The MA(TS) degree exists for two specific groups of students as represented by its two “tracks,” the General 
Academic Track and the Research Track. The General Academic Track is designed for students who do not 
intend to enter full-time ministry or to serve as professional clergy, but who desire familiarity with the major 
theological disciplines and to deepen their understanding of Christian faith. The Research Track is designed for 
students who intend to pursue doctoral studies or other further study in a theological discipline.  It is designed 
to provide students with specialized knowledge in their chosen area of study and advanced research and 
writing skills necessary for doctoral-level graduate work. The Research Track has two concentrations: Biblical 
Studies and Christian Thought and History. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The overall goal of the MA(TS) curriculum is the personal and educational development of students through 
participation in the worshipping and learning community of the seminary in such a way as to deepen their 
understanding of the God of Christian faith and the life and mission of the Church, and further prepare them 
for Christian service. 
 

GENERAL ACADEMIC TRACK 
1. Students will develop a comprehensive knowledge of the major theological disciplines and their 

interrelationships. 
2. Students will demonstrate the ability to use the theological disciplines to reflect on and engage the 

world as informed, thinking, Christian persons. 
 

RESEARCH TRACK 
1. Students will gain specialized knowledge in designated theological disciplines as a basis for further 

graduate studies. 
2. Students will develop skill in academic research and writing as a basis for further graduate studies. 
3. Students will demonstrate the ability to do theological research, critical theological reflection, and 

graduate-level academic writing by producing and successfully defending a written thesis. 
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DURATION 
The MA(TS) degree can be completed in two years – especially the General Academic Track. The Research 
Track involving the writing of a thesis may require a longer period of time, but this can vary considerably, 
depending upon each student’s personal situation. The maximum time allowed for the completion of the 
program is eight calendar years from the date of enrolling in the first course taken in the program.  A 
candidate for this degree must complete a total of forty-eight (48) semester credit hours. No more than 
sixteen (16) semester hours may be transferred toward this degree.  At least twenty-four (24) semester hours 
must be completed in residence and at least thirty-two (32) semester hours must be taken from NTS. Cognate 
courses taken at area universities may be considered part of the fulfillment of the residency requirement. 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION 
All applicants must satisfy the admission requirements as stated in the NTS catalog (see “Criteria for 
Admission”). In addition to these basic requirements for admission, the following criteria apply to applicants 
to the MA(TS) program: 
 

1. Admission to the program is selective and is open to students whose undergraduate record indicates 
above average academic ability, as evidenced by a GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale. Students who do 
not possess this undergraduate GPA may apply based on a 3.0 GPA earned in nine hours of coursework 
that would apply to the MA(TS) General Academic program. 

2. There is no provisional admission to this degree program. 
 
TRANSFERRING INTO THE MA(THEOLOGICAL STUDIES) 
It is possible to transfer into the MA(TS) program from another NTS or non-NTS master’s program.  It is also 
possible to pursue the MA(TS) degree after the completion of another NTS master’s degree.   
 

 Transfer from another institution is made according to the general procedures for applying to NTS as 
stated in the NTS catalog.   

 Transfer from another NTS master’s program requires that a student: a) make formal application 
(forms available in the Registrar’s Office); b) meet all entrance requirements; c) have the application 
approved and signed by the MA(TS) degree director. 

 Pursuing the MA(TS) degree as a second NTS degree requires that a student: a) make formal 
application to the program; b) upon acceptance follow a curricular plan approved by the MA(TS) 
degree director and the Registrar. Completion of the degree in this manner will require a minimum of 
twenty-four (24) semester hours of course work. 

 
 
GENERAL PROGRAM REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES  

1. All students admitted to the MA(TS) degree program will be admitted initially to the General Academic 
Track. Students intending to pursue a concentration within the Research Track and the writing of a 
thesis will be eligible to apply to the MA(TS)/PhD Committee for acceptance into the Research Track 
upon the completion of eighteen (18) hours of credit with an overall GPA of at least 3.5.  Students 
may apply by Oct. 1 and March 1 of the semester they will complete 18 credit hours and be accepted 
pending credit hours and GPA at the end of the semester. 

 
2. An applicant to the Research Track must submit a best sample of graduate academic writing to the 

proposed thesis director and to the MA(TS)/PhD Committee. The writing will be evaluated by the 
teaching faculty of the Committee. The evaluation of the applicant’s work by this group of faculty 
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readers will be taken into account, together with the student’s GPA and the thesis director’s 
recommendation, in admitting a student into the Research Track. 

 
3. To be accepted into the Research Track, a student must secure: a) the written approval of an NTS 

faculty member who has agreed to serve as thesis director; b) the subsequent approval of the 
MA(TS)/PhD Committee.    

 
4. Students in both the General Academic and the Research tracks are required to complete MTS810, 

Seminar in Theological Method and Research.   
 

5. In addition to MTS810 and MTS881, students in the General Academic Track are required to complete 
an additional 3 hours in MA(TS)-specific courses (i.e., courses carrying a number designation in the 
800s). Students in the Research Track are required to complete an additional 9 hours in MA(TS)- 
specific courses (3 hours of which will be MTS885, Thesis). 

 
6. The culminating event in the General Academic Track is enrolling in and successfully completing 

MTS881, Comprehensive Theological Integration.   
 

7. The culminating event in the Research Track is the writing and successful defense of a thesis. The topic 
of the thesis must be approved by the student’s thesis director and the director of the MA(TS) degree 
program. 

 
8. Language requirements:  

 There is no specified language requirement for the General Academic Track. 

 Students admitted to the MA(TS) Research Track are subject to a language requirement.  
Students intending a concentration in Biblical Studies are required to demonstrate proficiency 
at the intermediate level as determined by the NTS Biblical Studies faculty in Greek or Hebrew 
prior to admission into the Research Track. Students intending a concentration in Christian 
Thought and History are required to demonstrate language skills necessary for their thesis 
research prior to enrolling in MTS885, Thesis. 

 
9. All students admitted into the MA(TS) program are required to take the Bible Content Exam and to 

satisfy the Bible competency requirement (through taking BIB515, Reading the Biblical Story if 
necessary.)  

 
AN AVERAGE OF “B” OR HIGHER 
A candidate for the MA(TS) degree must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale for those in the 
General Academic Track and 3.4 or higher on a 4.0 scale for those in the Research Track over the entire 
program in order to qualify for graduation. If at any point a student falls below this GPA, s/he will be placed on 
probation and may be dropped from the program. 
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PREGRADUATION ASSESSMENT 
1. General Academic Track students must satisfactorily complete MTS881, Comprehensive Theological 

Integration. 
2. Research Track Students must complete a research thesis and successfully defend it in an examination. The 

topic of the thesis must be approved by the student’s thesis director and the director of the MA(TS) 
program. 

3. See #3, General Program Regulations and Guidelines. 
 
Approval of the Faculty 
A student who has completed all the academic requirements for the MA(TS) degree must receive the 
approval of the faculty before the degree is conferred. NTS reserves the right to withhold the 
conferring of the degree if a student’s basic moral and ethical conduct is unbecoming a Christian 
worker. 

 
COURSE OPTIONS  
The policy at NTS on course options is described in the Admissions Information section of the NTS catalog.  
Students entering the MA(TS) degree program will be informed by the Registrar’s Office, after careful 
evaluation of their transcripts, whether they are eligible for course options.  
 
THE MA (THEOLOGICAL STUDIES) DEGREE AND COGNATE FIELDS OF STUDY  
MA(TS) students are permitted, with the approval of the director of the program, to include a limited number 
of courses in cognate fields of study in their degree program when this is appropriate. Courses in such fields as 
anthropology, psychology, sociology, political science, literary studies, classics, and religious studies may be 
taken at NTS (as available) or at area universities. NTS courses falling outside the “classical” theological 
disciplines, but approved by the MA(TS)/PhD Committee for credit in the MA(TS) degree program, with the 
approval of the director of the MA(TS) program, include the following: 

MSS530: CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY 
MSS540: RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD 
MSS740: ISLAM AND ITS ENCOUNTER WITH CHRISTIANITY 
MSS745: FOLK RELIGIONS 
MSS755: SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION 

 
ACADEMIC ADVISING 
The MA(TS) degree director is the academic advisor to all students in the program, and will serve as students’ 
guide and reference point throughout their time in the program. All MA(TS) students must consult with the 
degree director prior to registering for each semester.  Students, in consultation with the degree director, will 
complete the Advised Program of Study form, which the degree director must sign. Students then take this 
form to the Registrar’s Office for formal registration. 
 
 
MA (THEOLOGICAL STUDIES) AND ORDINATION       
The MA(TS)degree program is not designed to fulfill the ordination requirements of the Church of the 
Nazarene. 
 
  



9 

 

MA (THEOLOGICAL STUDIES) GENERAL ACADEMIC TRACK COURSE OF STUDY  
(48 HOURS REQUIRED – 27 HOURS PRESCRIBED, 21 HOURS ELECTIVE) 

 
The General Academic Track presupposes no prior study in theological disciplines. This track is designed to 
provide exposure to all major academic disciplines in the study of theology. Failure to pass the Bible Content 
Exam will mean BIB515, Reading the Biblical Story will be required in addition to the degree program 
requirements. 

 
PRESCRIBED COURSES  

LNG510 Introduction to Biblical Languages 3 hours 
 

CHS515 Critical Developments in the History of Christianity 3 hours 
 
THE515The Christian Faith & the Apostles’ Creed 3 hours 
 
BIB550 Biblical Hermeneutics 3 hours  
 
THE610, 620 Integrative Theology 1 & 2 OR CHS660, 670 History of Christian Doctrine 1 & 2 6 hours 
 
THE640 Doctrine of Christian Holiness 3 hours 
 
PHL610 Philosophy of Religion OR THE760 Christian Ethics 3 hours 
  
MTS810 Seminar in Theological Method and Research 2 hours 
 
MTS881 Comprehensive Theological Integration 1 hour 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES WITH ADVISEMENT 

OTL Old Testament Exegesis 3 hours 
 
NTL New Testament Exegesis 3 hours 
 
Theology/Philosophy of Religion/Christian Ethics/History of the Christian Church 6 hours 
 
Program Electives  9 hours 
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CULMINATING COURSE FOR GENERAL ACADEMIC TRACK 
MTS881, Comprehensive Theological Integration 

 
1. The culminating event in the General Academic track is MTS881, Comprehensive Theological 

Integration. This final evaluation of the MA(TS) General Academic track provides students with an 

opportunity to demonstrate ability to integrate the knowledge gained from study in the various 

theological disciplines in critical reflection on significant issues arising in human society, thought, and 

culture. The course culminates with a major integrative essay. 

 

2. The comprehensive limits for MTS881 will be determined mainly by the courses the student has taken. 

 

3. A committee of three faculty members – one each in biblical studies, theological/philosophical studies, 

and historical studies – will be appointed by the degree director to evaluate each integrative essay. 

 
4. Students receiving “Unsatisfactory” for the course may retake the course one additional time. 

  



11 

 

MA (THEOLOGICAL STUDIES) RESEARCH TRACK COURSE OF STUDY  
(48 HOURS REQUIRED – 36 HOURS PRESCRIBED, 12 HOURS ELECTIVE) 
The Research Track presupposes prior study in theological disciplines, preferably an undergraduate degree in 
religion. The Research Track provides for advanced specialized concentration in either Biblical Studies or 
Christian Thought and History. This form of the MA(TS) is designed primarily to provide solid foundation for 
doctoral-level graduate studies. 

 
CONCENTRATION IN BIBLICAL STUDIES 
Required Prerequisites: A basic grounding in biblical introduction is needed for the MA(TS) Research Track 
with a concentration in Biblical Studies. Students intending to enter this track must meet the expectations for 
proficiency in biblical languages (see “General Program Regulations and Guidelines”) as well as pass the Bible 
Content Exam or its equivalent (see “General Program Regulations and Guidelines:” -- if BIB515, Reading the 
Biblical Story is required, course credit will not apply to the degree program). Credit for beginning languages 
will not apply to the degree program.   

 
PRESCRIBED COURSES  

 
 
Biblical Exegesis 
(At least 6 hours in each testament; at least 12 hours in original languages) 18 hours 

 
Biblical Theology 
(1 Old Testament, 1 New Testament) 6 hours 

 
Biblical Studies Elective  3 hours 
 
THE640 Doctrine of Christian Holiness  3 hours 

 
MTS810 Seminar in Theological Method and Research 2 hours 
 
MTS885 Thesis 4 hours 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES WITH ADVISEMENT 

 
Theology/Philosophy of Religion/Christian Ethics/History of the Christian Church   6 hours 

 
Program Elective 6 hours 
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CONCENTRATION IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT AND HISTORY 
 
Required Prerequisites: A basic grounding in systematic theology and the history of Christianity is needed for 
the MA(TS) Research Track with a concentration in Christian Thought and History. Students intending to enter 
this track must pass a competency exam in these areas, or complete the courses CHS515, Critical 
Developments in the History of Christianity and THE515, The Christian Faith and the Apostles’ Creed. (Credit 
for these courses will not apply to the degree program.)  

 
PRESCRIBED COURSES  

THE610, 620 Integrative Theology 1 & 2 OR CHS660, 670 History of Christian Doctrine 6 hours 
 

THE640 Doctrine of Christian Holiness 3 hours 
 

MTS810 Seminar in Theological Method and Research 2 hours 
 

MTS885 Thesis 4 hours 
 
Theology/Philosophy of Religion/Christian Ethics/History of the Christian Church 21 hours   
 

ELECTIVE COURSES WITH ADVISEMENT 
Biblical Studies 6 hours 

 
Program Electives  6 hours 
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                                                                MA (THEOLOGICAL STUDIES) THESIS GUIDELINES 
 
The Nature of the Project 
 
The purposes of the MA(TS) thesis are: 1) to provide students intending to pursue doctoral level graduate 
education the opportunity to conclude their Master’s level work by integrating and focusing their academic 
interests through research and the writing of a substantial scholarly paper; and 2) to demonstrate that 
students have acquired the ability to do theological research, critical theological reflection, and graduate-level 
academic writing. 
 
The thesis should be well researched, clearly written, and represent a significant act of intellectual 
engagement. Normally, it will be in the range of 50-75 pages in length (double-spaced, 12 point font); however 
the appropriate length for each thesis, individually, will be determined by the faculty thesis advisor and the 
student in consultation. 
 
Procedures for Writing the Thesis  
 
The thesis normally is written during the student’s final year in the program and generally is submitted and 
defended during the student’s final semester of study. 
 

1. The thesis process begins in the required course MTS810, Seminar in Theological Method and 
Research (taken early in the course of study). In this course, all MA(TS) students are introduced to 
methods and resources for doing theological research and are encouraged to begin to conceptualize 
possible thesis topics. 

2. The thesis process continues in the various courses in which students are required to write research 
papers. Such research papers should aid a student in identifying areas of interest and possible thesis 
topics, and perhaps provide preliminary research for the thesis. 

3. Each student is responsible for securing the agreement of a faculty member to serve as thesis director.  
Applicants will not be admitted to the Research Track of the MA(TS) program until they have secured a 
faculty thesis director. The director should have considerable expertise in the area covered by the 
student’s proposed thesis. 

4. The student should work closely with the faculty thesis director to shape the precise topic of the thesis 
and establish a plan of research. 

5. Each student must submit a written thesis proposal (see “SAMPLE PROPOSAL” in this handbook) to the 
thesis director and the MA(TS) degree director no later than the date specified in the Five Year 
Calendar. A form for approving the thesis proposal (obtainable from the NTS website or copies from 
this Handbook) signed by the thesis director should be submitted to the degree director together with 
the written proposal. No student who is on academic probation may submit a thesis proposal. 

6. The student should work closely with the faculty thesis director in conducting research and in writing 
the thesis. The process generally works best when student and director confer on a regular basis and 
the student submits drafts of work in progress to the thesis director for evaluation and feedback 
throughout the thesis preparation period. The thesis director will read submitted material within a 
reasonable amount of time and supply the student with ample evaluation of the content, 
methodology, and form of the work. 

7. The completed thesis is to be submitted to the MA(TS) degree director no later than the date specified 
in the Five Year Calendar for the semester in which the student intends to graduate. The student is to 
provide the degree director with three copies of the thesis. Under extenuating circumstances a 
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student may petition for an extension, with approval of the thesis director, to the MA(TS)/PhD 
Committee. The committee must receive the application in time to review it in a regularly scheduled 
meeting prior to the deadline and may approve or reject the petition. Permission to extend the thesis 
due date will be made only in extraordinary circumstances. 

8. The thesis shall be defended in an oral examination (thesis defense) conducted by a committee of 
three faculty members consisting of the thesis director and two others selected by the degree director 
in consultation with the thesis director. The thesis director shall serve as chair of the defense.  
Applications for a thesis defense (forms available in the Dean of the Faculty’s Office or on the NTS 
website) must be made no later than the date specified in the Five Year Calendar for the semester in 
which the student intends to graduate. Upon receipt of such application, the degree director shall 
form a defense committee for the student and set an appropriate date for the defense. Students 
residing in North America are expected to be present in person for the defense. Use of distance 
technology will be an option only for students living abroad who have successfully petitioned for this 
in advance of their presentation. 

9. The defense will normally last about one-an-a-half (1 ½) hours.  At the end of the defense the thesis 
will be evaluated as “Pass with Distinction,” “Pass,” “Pass with Conditions,” or “Unsatisfactory.”  A 
thesis judged “Unsatisfactory” may, at the discretion of the thesis director and defense committee, be 
revised and re-examined a maximum of one additional time within one year of the original thesis 
defense date.  The decision of the committee upon reexamination will be final. 

10. All thesis revisions, including both editorial and form/style revisions, must be completed within one 
calendar year of the original thesis examination date. Failure to complete revisions will result in 
permanent assignment of “Unsatisfactory” as the grade for the thesis. The student will be 
discontinued from the MA(TS) Research Track; should s/he desire to complete the MA(TS) degree, 
s/he will be redirected into the MA(TS) General Academic Track. The student can be reinstated into 
the MA(TS) Research track only through successful petition to the MA(TS)/PhD Committee; normally, 
this would require the writing of a new thesis. The timeline for completion of the MA(TS) degree will 
continue to apply. 

11. Upon successful defense, two final copies of the thesis shall be deposited with the Director of Library 
Services for binding. 

12. Students failing to complete the thesis in the semester in which they are registered for MTS885, Thesis 
must enroll in MTS886, Thesis Continuation (no credit) and must pay a continuation fee of $75.00 in 
addition to any registration and service fees, each semester until all required thesis revisions are 
completed and approved. 
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Rubric for the Evaluation of MA Theses at Nazarene Theological Seminary 
 

Category 1 2 3 4 5 Comment 

Introduction 

Clarity of Thesis 

and Methodology 

Lacks appropriate 

introduction; 

thesis not clearly 

stated; 

methodology 

unclear 

Appropriate 

introduction of 

the theme, but 

lacks clear 

statements of 

thesis and 

methodology 

Appropriate 

introduction of 

the theme, but 

lacking a clear 

statement of 

either thesis or 

methodology 

Appropriate 

introduction 

with clear 

statement of 

thesis and 

methodology 

Appropriate 

introduction 

with clear 

statements of 

thesis and 

methodology 

and a clear 

rationale for the 

outline of the 

paper 

 

Development of 

the Argument, 

Coherent Structure 

and Theme 

Lack of clear 

outline and/or 

transitions to 

enable following 

the flow of 

argument 

A general 

outline but 

argument lacks 

continuity and 

transitions 

A logical outline 

that develops the 

argument but 

lacks adequate 

transitions to 

help follow the 

flow 

A logical 

outline with 

clear transitions 

supporting the 

argument 

showing 

critical insights 

A logical 

outline with 

clear transitions 

supporting the 

argument with 

independent 

thought and 

critical 

evaluation 

 

Comprehensive 

and Appropriate 

Use of Sources 

Lack of adequate 

sources or 

inappropriate use 

of sources 

Uses secondary 

(summary) or 

tertiary 

(overview) 

sources, but 

lacks 

appropriate 

primary sources 

Includes some 

primary sources 

in a limited 

manner and/or 

neglects relevant 

secondary 

sources 

Includes 

appropriate 

primary, 

secondary and 

tertiary sources 

Includes 

appropriate 

primary, 

secondary and 

tertiary sources 

with nuanced 

analysis 

 

Presentation Major 

grammatical 

errors (e.g. 

sentence 

fragments, 

subject-verb 

disagreement); 

lacks correct 

spacing,  headings 

and pagination 

Frequent 

grammatical and 

composition 

errors; wrong 

use of spacing,  

headings and 

pagination, 

lacked 

proofreading 

Grammatical 

errors are 

infrequent and 

minor enough to 

not distract; 

adequate form 

and style in the 

body, but not in 

footnotes and 

bibliography 

Minor errors of 

grammar, 

spelling, and 

style, accurate 

form and style 

throughout, 

need of minor 

copy editing 

Excellent form 

and style 

throughout, 

virtually no 

errors of 

spelling or 

grammar; 

document 

appears 

professional 

quality in 

presentation 

 

Significance and 

Contribution 

No indication of 

how the paper fits 

in the larger fields 

of theological and 

general study 

Incorrect 

analysis of how 

the paper fits in 

the larger fields 

of theological 

and general 

study 

Limited, but 

accurate 

awareness of 

how the paper 

fits in the larger 

field of either 

theological or 

general study, 

but not the other 

Appropriate 

expression of 

how the paper 

fits in the larger 

fields of both 

theological and 

general study 

Outstanding 

insight into how 

the paper fits in 

the larger fields 

of both 

theological and 

general study 

 

 

 
 
  



16 

 

 
 

SAMPLE THESIS PROPOSAL 
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NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PROCEDURES, STYLE, AND PHYSICAL FORM STANDARDS 

FOR RESEARCH PAPERS, PROJECTS, AND THESES 
 
 

The following standards have been adopted by the NTS faculty: 
     

1. The student is responsible for delivering the required copies of their thesis/project after its approval 
by advisor and reader(s), to the Library Director five business days prior to graduation. 

The following number of copies is required: 
M.A. thesis – 2 copies 
M.Div. thesis – 2 copies 
D. Min. project – 3 copies 
 

2. The library director will review the manuscript and copies for adherence to these standards.  Any 
deficiencies noted must be corrected by the student and corrected copies accepted by the library 
director prior to graduation.  
 

3. Except as noted herein, the 7th edition of Kate L. Turabian’s Manual for Writers is to be the style 
manual for all papers, projects, and theses. 

a. Thesis and projects submitted for M.A., M.Div., and D.Min. are to use footnote documentation 
style (cf. Chapter 16 Manual for Writers).  

b. The attached uniform title and approval page templates are to be used.  A sample title page for 
each program is provided. 
 

4. The original typescript must be clearly produced on 11 x 8.5 inch unruled white 20 lb. acid free paper 
OR white 20 lb. paper with a rag (cotton) content of 50% or more. 
 

5. a.   Times New Roman 12 type font is recommended. 
b. The text must be in black print.  Graphics may appear in color as long as all copies contain color 

graphics. 
c. Copies are to be on laser printers 
d. Occasional non-roman alphabet terms may be done by hand in black ink. 
e. The leaves (pages) of the copies are not to have binder holes or other alterations.     
f. The left margin is to be 1 ½ inch.  Top, bottom and right margins are to be 1 inch. 
g. Footnotes should be single-spaced, with a double space between entries. 

 
6. The decision/recommendations of the library director are final, subject to appeal to the Educational 

Delivery & Policies or D.Min. Programs committees as appropriate. 
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SAMPLE APPROVAL PAGE TEMPLATE 

 

 

 

 

 

AN EXPLORATION OF AN ECCLESIOLOGY 

 

FOR THE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Approved by: 

 

                                                                                 

                                          ______________________________ 

                                                                                 Chair 

 

                                                                                          

                                                                                 _______________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                ________________________________ 

 

 

                                                                                 

                                                                                ________________________________                                                                        

                                                                                 Date 
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SAMPLE TITLE PAGE TEMPLATE 
 

 

NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A STUDY OF HOLINESS MOTIFS 

 

IN THE BIBLILCAL THEOLOGY OF 

 

RUDOLF BULTMANN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thesis 

Submitted to the Seminary Faculty 

In Partial fulfillment of the Requirements 

For the Degree of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASTER OF ARTS 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

Barb Lynn Sample 

 

 

 

Kansas City, Missouri 

September 17, 2002 
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Master of Arts (Theological Studies) 
General Academic 

48 credit hours 
Catalog 2011 

Name:                                                                                                                                                            Date: 

Undergrad School, Degree, and GPA: 

Admission Competency:  Bible Content Exam (75 or better) _____ or BIB515 _____ 
  

Prescribed Courses 27 credit hours Hrs. 
Option 
Courses 

Transfer 
Courses 

  MTS810 Seminar in Theological Methods & Research 2     

  MTS881 Comprehensive Theological Integration 1     

  LNG510 Introduction to Biblical Languages 3     

  BIB550 Biblical Hermeneutics 3     

  CHS515 
Critical Developments in the History of 
Christianity 3     

  THE515 The Christian Faith & the Apostles' Creed 3     

  

CHS660 
or 
THE610 

History of Christian Doctrine I or                                            
Integrative Theology I 3     

  

CHS670 
or 
THE620 

History of Christian Doctrine 2 or                                           
Integrative Theology 2 3     

  

PHL610 
or 
THE760 

Philosophy of Religion or                                                           
Christian Ethics 3     

  THE640 Doctrine of Christian Holiness 3     

 
Electives 21 credit hours (3 MATS/PhD Specific)  Hrs.     

  OTL Old Testament 3     

  NTL New Testament 3     

    CHS/THE/PHL 3     

    CHS/THE/PHL 3     

    Electives with Advisement 3     

    Electives with Advisement 3     

    Electives with Advisement 3     
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Master of Arts (Theological Studies) 
Biblical Studies 

upon completion of 18 credit hours and GPA of at least 3.5 
48 credit hours 
Catalog 2011 

Name:                                                                                                                                                            Date: 

Undergrad School, Degree, and GPA: 

Admission Competencies:  Bible Content Exam (75 or better) _____ or BIB515 _____                                                                 
Language Requirement (proficiency at intermediate level): _________________ 

Prescribed Courses 36 credit hours Hrs. 
Option 
Courses 

Transfer 
Courses 

  MTS810 Seminar in Theological Methods & Research 2     

  MTS885 Thesis 4     

    Biblical Elective 3     

    OTL Exegesis 3     

    OTL Exegesis 3     

    NTL Exegesis 3     

    NTL Exegesis 3     

    Elective Exegesis 3     

    Elective Exegesis 3     

  BIB710 OT Theology 3     

  
BIB750-
760 NT Theology 3     

  THE640 Doctrine of Christian Holiness 3     

 
Electives 12 credit hours   Hrs.     

    Theo/Phil of Rel/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Theo/Phil of Rel/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Electives with Advisement 3     

    Electives with Advisement 3     

      

      
12 MATS/PhD Specific Hours Completed __________ 

   
Thesis Advisor ____________________ 

   
Topic _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Approved __________     Completed __________ 
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Master of Arts (Theological Studies) 
Christian Thought and History 

upon completion of 18 credit hours and GPA of at least 3.5 
48 credit hours 
Catalog 2011 

Name:                                                                                                                                                            Date: 

Undergrad School, Degree, and GPA: 

Admission Competencies:  Bible Content Exam (75 or better) _____ or BIB515 _____                                                                 
CHS515 or equivalent: _____ and THE515 or equivalent: _____ 

Prescribed Courses 36 credit hours Hrs. 
Option 
Courses 

Transfer 
Courses 

  MTS810 Seminar in Theological Methods & Research 2     

  MTS885 Thesis 4     

  

CHS660 
or 
THE610 

History of Christian Doctrine I or                                            
Integrative Theology I 3     

  

CHS670 
or 
THE620 

History of Christian Doctrine 2 or                                           
Integrative Theology 2 3     

  THE640 Doctrine of Christian Holiness 3     

    Theo/Phil/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Theo/Phil/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Theo/Phil/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Theo/Phil/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Theo/Phil/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Theo/Phil/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

    Theo/Phil/Chr Ethics/Church History 3     

 
Electives 12 credit hours  Hrs.     

    Biblical Studies 3     

    Biblical Studies 3     

    Electives with Advisement 3     

    Electives with Advisement 3     

      

      
12 MATS/PhD Specific Hours Completed __________ 

   
Thesis Advisor ____________________ 

   
Topic _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Approved __________     Completed __________ 
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Advised Program of Study 
Master of Arts (Theological Studies) Degree 

 
 
Name       Semester   Date    
 
 
Degree    Research Track _______________ 
 

Course Number Course Section Course Title Type of 
Credit 

Credits 

     

     

     

     

     

     

Credit Types:   CR = Credit, AU = Audit, TR = Transfer Credit 
 

         Total Credits  ___________  
     
       ________________________________________ 
 Degree Director Signature     Student Signature 
 

 
White Copy: Registrar         Yellow Copy: Academic Services Admin. Assistant Pink Copy: Student 
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Application for Acceptance into the Research Track 
 MA (Theological Studies) Degree 

 
All students admitted to the MA (Theological Studies) degree program are initially admitted to the General Academic 
Track.  Students intending to pursue a concentration within the Research Track and the writing of a thesis must apply to 
the MA (Theological Studies) Committee for acceptance into the Research Track upon the completion of 18 hours of 
credit with an overall GPA of at least 3.5. Applicants must also submit what the applicant considers to be his/her best 
sample of graduate academic writing to the proposed thesis director and the MATS/PhD Committee.  
 
 
Name _____________________________________      Date ___________________ 
 
Projected Graduation Date _______________ 
 
Requested Degree Track:    ____________Biblical Studies             ____________Christian Thought and History 
 
Requested Thesis Director_______________________________________________ 
Students must submit a paragraph about their thesis topic in order to determine the appropriateness of the thesis 
director. 
 
______________________________________________    
Thesis Director’s Signature 
If approved by the MATS/PhD/PhD Committee, I agree to serve as thesis director. 
 
Below this line completed by the Registrar 
****************************************************************************** 
 
GPA __________          Hours Completed _____________ 
 

_________________________________ 
Registrar’s Signature 

 
Below this line completed by the Degree Director 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Action of the Committee__________________________________________________________ 
 
Degree Director’s Signature _____________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
 

**After completing your section of this form, please return to the Dean’s Office Assistant for MATS/PhD 
Program. 
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Application for Thesis Proposal 
MA Theological Studies (Research Degree) 

 
 

Application and approval of Thesis proposal must be signed by the Thesis Director and submitted to the 
Director of the Program by the student no later than the date specified in the Five Year Calendar.  This 
deadline is approximately five months prior to student’s application for Thesis Defense. 
 
 
Name_____________________________________ Date_____________________________ 
 
 
Projected Graduation Date________________ 
 
Attach Thesis Proposal according to the guidelines in the MA (Theological Studies) Program Guidelines. 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      Thesis Director’s Signature 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      Degree Director’s Signature 
 
 
 
Below this line completed by the Registrar prior to submission to Thesis Director 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
GPA_____________      Date________________________ 
 
 
 
Hours Completed________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Registrar’s Signature 
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Application for Thesis Defense 
MA Theological Studies (Research Degree) 

 
Application for a thesis defense examination must be made no later than the date specified in the Five Year 
Calendar for the semester in which the student intends to graduate.  It is expected that the student is present 
in person for the defense. 
 
 
Name:        Date:       

Projected Graduation Date:     

Thesis Title:              

Thesis Director:              

 
 
Below this line completed by the Registrar 

 
GPA     

Hours Completed     

 

 
              
       Registrar’s Signature 
 
 
 
Below this line completed by the Degree Director 

 
 
Examiners:            
  Degree Director 
 

            

            

  
Defense Date:       
 
   
 
              
       Director’s Signature 
 
 
**After completing your section of this form, please return to the Dean’s Office Assistant for MATS/PhD Program. ** 
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MA Theological Studies (Research Track) 
Thesis Defense Exam Report 

 
 

Name of Student ____________________________________________ Date_____________ 
 
Examiners’ Action: 
 

  
1. _____ Pass with Distinction    _____ Pass with Conditions 
 
     _____ Pass      _____ Unsatisfactory  

 
Comments:  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. _____ Re-Examination 
 

Comments:  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. Committee: 
 

____________________________________Date___________________ 
Chairperson 

 
____________________________________Date___________________ 

 
____________________________________Date___________________ 

 
 

4. Re-Examination Cleared: 
 

___________________________________Date____________________ 
 

___________________________________Date____________________ 
 

___________________________________Date____________________ 


