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Course MSS790A Dr. Ron Benefiel
Biblical Perspectives on Social Justice

Course Description

This course 1s designed to examine issues of social justice and injustice from
biblical, theological and sociological perspectives and to consider practical
implications and courses of action for Christians in Christian community.

Purpose
The outcomes expected for students taking this course include:

1) increased understanding and awareness of the nature of social
systems and related issues of social justice;

2) increased capability of students to be able to address issues of
justice and injustice in the contexts of pastoral ministry; and

3) increased understanding of possible practical Christian responses to
injustice taking into account ecclesial and personal courses of action.

Course Requirements
The student will be expected to:
1) attend all class sessions and participate in class discussions;
2) read all assigned readings and submit a 3-4 page review/critique
of each of the required readings;
3) lead or participate in a presentation to the class of a review of a
book from the recommended reading list; and
4) submit a 15-20 page research project on a related subject taking
into account course readings (and discussions).

Course Project

Each student will submit a 15-20 page research paper. The due date for the
paper is March 15, 2009. Topics should be directly related to social justice
and should be approached both from biblical and theological perspectives.
Practical implications for the church with recommendations for appropriate
programmatic responses should also be considered. Interview sources in
addition to bibliographic sources are desirable. Examples of topics include:
poverty, race, gender discrimination, immigration, the global economy,
environmental issues, homelessness, educational inequities, the Church as
political and prophetic witness, pacifism, and church/state relationships.




Class Presentation

Each student will present (either personally or as part of a group) to the class
a book from the recommended reading list. Each presentation will be
allotted approximately one hour of class time. Students may contact the
professor in advance to indicate their preference of which book they would
like to present or wait until the first day of class when the final book
assignments will be determined.

Grading
Grades will be based on the student's satisfactory participation in and

completion of course requirements according to the following percentages:

Book Reviews/Critiques 40%

Course Project 40%

Class Presentation 10%

Class Participation 10%
Policy on Late Work

Work that is turned in late without an extension authorized by the professor
will receive a reduction in grade.
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Course Schedule and Required Readings
Tuesday, January 20
Cleophus Larue Lecture at Mid America Nazarene University

Wednesday, January 21
Course Introduction
Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger (Sider)
Divided by Faith (Emerson and Smith)

Thursday, January 22
Compassion (Nouwen, McNeill and Morrison)
Christian Holiness and the Wesleyan Mission of Mercy (Benefiel)

Friday, January 23
Student Presentations
Prophetic Imagination (Brueggemann)

Sunday, January 25 -- Class Excursion
Monday, January 26

Student Presentations
Politics of Jesus (Yoder)



Tuesday, January 27
Student Presentations
Torture and Eucharist (Cavanaugh)

Wednesday, January 28
Student Presentations
Justice in the Burbs (Samson)

Thursday, January 29
Class Excursion

Friday, January 30
Course Review
Benefiel residence



