












s t u d e n t  s p o t l i g h t :  J O S H  &  N E L L  SW E E D E N

September 20 – 22, 2007 
Postmodern Youth Ministry Conference 
Dr. Tony Jones   
National Coordinator of Emergent Village  
Held on the campus of MNU, sponsored in conjunction with MNU, NYI and 
YouthFront. See ad on this page for more details

October 9 – 11, 2007 
Grider-Winget Lectures in Theology 
Dr. Robert Jenson 
Professor Emeritus of Religion, St. Olaf College

October 18, 2007 
Wesleyan Church Day 
Dr. Jerry Pence 
General Superintendent, Wesleyan Church

October 30, 2007 
Grimaud Lectures (Bresee Institute for Metro Ministries) 
Dr. Tony Evans 
Senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship Church (Dallas, TX),  
and Founder and President, The Urban Alternative

November 7-8, 2007 
Imagination and Worship Conference  
Celebration of the 300th anniversary of the birth of Charles Wesley 
Dr. S T Kimbrough, Jr. 
Held on the campuses of NTS and MNU; Funding provided in part by 
the NTS Watkins Lectures in Church Music; See back cover for more 
information.

February 26 – 27, 2008 
Wynkoop Center for Women in Ministry  
Dr. Tom Oord 
Professor of Theology and Philosophy, Northwest Nazarene University

March 11–12, 2008 
Nees Lectures in Social Justice 
Dr. Tom Nees  
Director, USA/Canada Mission Evangelism Department

March 25 – 27, 2008 
Preacher of the Year Chapel Series 
Rev. Grace Imathiu 
Pastor, Brown Deer United Methodist Church

April 22-23, 2008 
Rice Lectures in Christian Education 
Dr. Robert Pazmiño 
Professor of Christian Education, Andover Newton Theological School

May 8-10, 2008 
NTS Commencement Activities

September 25 – 26, 2008 
Mercer Lectures in Christian Holiness 
Dr. Geoffrey Wainwright 
Professor of Christian Theology, Duke Divinity School

October 14 – 16, 2008 
Earle Lectures in Old Testament 
Dr. Terence Fretheim 
Professor of Old Testament, Luther Seminary

February 17 – 19, 2009 
Darden-McGraw Lectures in Parish Ministry 
Dr. Gilbert Rendle 
Senior Consultant, The Alban Institute

April 7, 2009 
Miriam Hall Lectures in Children’s Ministry 
Dr. Catherine Stonehouse 
Professor of Christian Education, Asbury Theological Seminary

EVENTSn t s
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ONGOING CONVERSATIONS
With Tony Jones

SEPT 20-22
2007

We are pleased to welcome Tony Jones, author of Postmodern Youth Ministry 
(Zondervan), for a thee-day conference, September 20-22, 2007 (conference 
will be held on the campus of MNU). During several plenary sessions, Tony will 
offer insights into how the enormous philosophical shifts of postmodernism are 
affecting today’s teenagers. Attendees will greatly benefit from the breakout 
sessions and panel discussions about what makes for transformative ministry 
within this changing, postmodern context.  

Featuring Discussions on
BEST PRACTICES

www.mnu.edu/events/MRC
for more information and to register, visit

Brought to you by MidAmerica Nazarene University Ministry Resource Center, Nazarene Theological Seminary, Nazarene Youth International, and YouthFront

Listed here are upcoming confirmed educational opportunities 
at NTS (for a more complete and detailed schedule, see www.
nts.edu).  Unless otherwise noted, events will be held at NTS.  
For all lecture series, CEUs are available.  See our our new 
website at www.nts.edu for additional events, more details 
and up to date information.

Where is “home” for you?

NELL:  Ojai, CA 
JOSH:  Napa, CA

What are your undergraduate degrees (both from Point Loma 
Nazarene University) in?

NELL:  B.A. in Spanish, Philosophy and Theology
JOSH: B.A. in Bible and Christian Ministries

What will your Ph.D. Studies be centered on?

Both will be centered on practical theology with a concentration 
in congregation and community. Josh plans to focus on pastoral 
theology and Nell is interested in multicultural theology pertaining 
to unity and diversity in the church.

Why NTS?

NTS was the place where we felt we could be theologically trained 
amongst a unique community of students and professors while 
also being intimately connected to the Church.

Aside from the coursework/studies themselves, what about NTS 
has most positively impacted you?

NTS shaped us theologically in a way that allowed us to explore 
practical implications of our Nazarene heritage and theology. At 
NTS we fell in love with our Nazarene heritage and community. We 
had the opportunity to develop life-long friendships and grow in 
our faith.  And of-course, the Faculty had a profound impact as well.

You both held very responsible ministry positions while going to 
school*.  How did your work experiences in NCM and at NTS impact 
your studies, your call, etc.?

Working at NCM and NTS gave us a context for what we were 
learning in the classroom. These opportunities allowed us to apply 
what we learned theologically to “real life” situations in the broader 
Church of the Nazarene. 

These positions also particularly allowed us to see the broader 
ministry of the Church of the Nazarene both inside and outside 
local churches. The structure, heritage, and theology of the church 

played out in a number of ways and we were given a unique 
perspective into the life of our church.

How has NTS shaped or re-shaped your call?

NTS affirmed some gifts and abilities for ministry while also 
pointing out areas where we are in need of further development.  In 
particular, we have both become more interested with the interplay 
between local churches and the international church as well as 
ecumenical conversations of ecclesiology.

After Doctoral Studies...then what?

We will continue to be open to a number of ministry 
opportunities—pastoring, working in education, and working with 
the international church. We feel that God has blessed us with a 
passion for various ministry settings.

What advice would you give to anyone who feels a call to ministry 
in regard to attending NTS?

Allow yourself to be shaped by your studies and your community. 
Get connected to faculty, to churches, to fellow students. All these 
have been indelible in shaping us both now and in the future. 

Josh and Nell Sweeden graduated from NTS this past May, both with Master of 
Divinity Degrees.  Both have been accepted to Boston University Ph.D. programs 
and will begin doctoral work there in the fall.  Before they headed out of town, we 
asked them about their NTS experience.  Here is what they had to say:    

*Nell has worked at NCM for the past 3 years; she continues on as Compassion Education Coordinator. Josh worked in NTS 
Admissions, where he served as an Admissions Counselor for nearly 2 years and then was appointed as Director in 2006.   
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New Valuable Resource Available:  
A Biblical Look at Women in Ministry
Have you ever found yourself looking for teaching resources that would provide 
sound biblical teaching about God’s creative and redemptive intention regarding 
gender relations?  

The NTS Wynkoop Center has just finalized a set of resources intended for this very 
purpose:  4 Bible study lessons that will help pastors and Sunday School teachers 
engage their congregations, classes and youth in dialogue about women in ministry.  

These 4 Bible study units consist of five or six sessions each, with each study 
centered around particular passage(s) of Scripture as noted below:

•   �The Creation Mandate unit considers the first three chapters of Genesis and the 
relationship between men and women before and after the fall. 

•   �The Old Testament Women in Public Leadership unit profiles prominent women, 
including Miriam, Deborah, Huldah, and Esther. 

•   �The New Testament Women in Public Leadership unit profiles associates of Jesus 
and Paul, including Anna, Lydia, and Priscilla. 

•   �The Difficult Passages in the New Testament unit considers the most controversial 
passages concerning women in ministry, including passages in 1 Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy, and 1 Peter. 

The rest of the good news is that these Bible studies are available at no cost.*  To 
download the commentary, exposition, and study guide that comes with each Bible 
study, log on to www.nts.edu and click Wynkoop Center in the menu at the bottom 
of the page.  

*Everything available from the Wynkoop Center is copyrighted by the authors. You may 
reproduce the material for personal edification or for use in ministry as long as you 
do not alter the content or charge for copies. The author’s name and copyright notice 
must appear on all copies. 

Our Creative Process Team meets for about an 
hour once a week creatively planning youth 
services and events that tie in with “sermon 
series” for our youth services.  There are eight 
people on the team (nobody else can fit in my 
office) and there is a corkboard that has the sermon 
series and titles for the next few months on it.  
Underneath the title is an area for drama, music and 
the sermon.  Together we work out creative ways to 
do the youth service and discuss creative events that 
could coincide with the sermon or series.  The people 
on the team are made up of me, a couple students, two adults, two 
senior adults and another young adult.  So, we have several different 
ages, genders and personalities.  The bottom line is that nobody will 
shut down any ideas at this point of the process.  Also, some are 
great with crazy ideas while others are skilled at being realistic and 
figuring out how to follow through with the ideas. 

Submitted by 
Peter Robinson (’06) 
Pastor for Youth and Families, Sparks (NV) First Church of the Nazarene

c r e a t i ve  p r o c e s s  t e a m
b e s t  p r a c t i c e s :
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Attention Alumni!  We want to hear from you!  Send us your updated contact info, ministry and/or family information by 
completing our form at www.nts.edu/update-your-address or emailing alumni@nts.edu. Pictures are welcome, too!
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Rev. Michael J. Rodgers (’00) is the 
Youth Pastor at Reynoldsburg Church 
of the Nazarene in Ohio.

Rev. Carla D. Sunberg (’04) is the 
Evangelism Pastor at Grace Point 
Church of the Nazarene in Ft. Wayne, 
IN.  She and her husband, Chuck (’85), 
have two daughters, one who is a 
sophomore at Olivet and the other 
who is a senior in high school.

Mrs. Heather R. Ardrey (’06) started 
a new job with Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship in New York.

Rev. Carol S. Rittenhouse (’06) is 
now the Administrative Assistant 
to Dr. Dan Copp in the Office of 
Clergy Development at Nazarene 
Headquarters.

Revs. David (’04) and Virginia (’01) 
Pennington welcomed new baby 
Bethany Nicole on October 8, 2006.  
She joins big brother, Caleb Ross, who 
was born in February of 2005.  David 
continues to work at Headquarters as 
a Retirement Technician for Pensions 
and Benefits.  Virginia recently 
assumed the position of Academic 
Services Administrative Assistant in 
the NTS Dean’s Office.

Dr. Charles Crismier, Jr. (’49)  passed 
away on February 22, 2007 in Riverside, 
CA.  He began his ministry as a 
Salvation Army officer and continued 
in church pastorates from coast to 
coast, serving as chaplain at Kaiser 
Permanente Hospital for 15 years and 
as pastoral care associate at Arlington 
Avenue Church of the Nazarene until 
his death.  He is survived by his wife of 
64 years, Gladys, and their 4 children 
and 9 grandchildren .

BIRTHS

IN MEMORIAM

Access the NTS Connection Online at www.nts.edu to read another Best 
Practices Article on gender related peer ministry for identity and care. 

Rev. Gordon C. Wickersham (’52) has 
had the opportunity to work in public 
relations for Southern Nazarene 
University and Olivet Nazarene 
University after pastoring in Texas 
and Chicago for 8 years.  Since his 
formal retirement in the early 90’s, he 
has also worked as editor of church 
news for his local newspaper, and 
editor/photographer for many other 
publications.

Rev. Claude E. Pittenger (’53) retired 
after serving as a pastor in Nebraska, 
Kansas, Arkansas, and Texas.  He is 
now the chaplain at Heritage Assisted 
Living in Oklahoma City.

Dr. C. Harold Smith (’57), 
Superintendent Emeritus of the West 
Virginia South District, received an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity from 
Mount Vernon Nazarene University.

Dr. Clarence J. Kinzler (’62),  retired 
District Superintendent, serves in a 
consulting role for San Diego (CA) First 
Church and Santa Barbara (CA) Coast 
Community Church of the Nazarene.

Rev. Lawrence R. Fenton (’68) recently 
retired.  He and his wife Janet moved 
to Colorado Springs to support their 
daughter while their son-in-law serves 
in Afghanistan.

Rev. Kenneth J. Blish (’76) is the 
Assistant Superintendent of the Metro 
New York District.

Dr. Steven R. Grosvenor (’76) is in 
his 22nd year pastoring the New 
Cumberland (PA) Church of the 
Nazarene where he lives with his wife 
Cathy.  Their son, Shawn, is currently 
a student at NTS and their daughter, 
Cindy, is pursuing ministry with a focus 
on the inner city of Harrisburg, PA.

Rev. Duane C. Brush (’78) has been the 
Pastor at Mexico (MO) First Church of 
the Nazarene for the last 17+ years.  He is 
currently a D.Min. candidate at Gordon-
Conwell with a specialty in preaching 
and is on sabbatical in the Olathe (KS) 
area.

Dr. Larry R. Dahl (’78) serves as the 
Missional Coach for Canada West 
District.  His wife Audrey is the 
Executive Director for Building Hope, a 
Nazarene Compassionate Ministry in 
Edmonton, AB.

Rev. Mervyn N. Friberg (’78) is the staff 
chaplain at Legacy Emmanuel Hospital 
in Portland, OR, where he lives with his 
wife Linda.  He is also serving as the 
NNU Region Chaplaincy Coordinator 
for the Church of the Nazarene.

Rev. James E. Kratz Jr. (’79) is the Senior 
Pastor at Upland First Church of the 
Nazarene in California where he lives 
with his wife Kay.

Rev. Laval G. Suiter (’83) is the Pastor 
of Columbus Church of the Nazarene 
in Wisconsin where he is also the 
Secretary of the District Board of 
Ministry-Studies Committee.

Rev. R. Mark Green (’85) recently moved 
to be the Pastor at Belle Church of the 
Nazarene in West Virginia.  He lives 
there with his wife, Marcia, who is a 4th 
grade teacher.   

Rev. Charles H. Sunberg (’85) is the 
Senior Pastor at Grace Point Church of 
the Nazarene in Ft. Wayne, IN, where his 
wife, Carla (‘04), serves as Evangelism 
Pastor.  (Her update is featured under 
the class of 2004.)  Prior to this ministry 
assignment, Chuck and Carla served as 
Nazarene missionaries in the former 
Soviet Union.

Dr. David W. Sharpes (’88) is the Lead 
Pastor at Crossroads Church of the 
Nazarene in Chandler, AZ, where he 
lives with his wife, Carol, and their 
children Jonathan and Hannah.

Rev. Bryan W. Heil (’89) recently 
assumed responsibilities as the 
Spanish Field Strategy Coordinator for 
the Caribbean Region Church of the 
Nazarene.  He and his wife Linda serve 
as missionaries there.

Rev. W. Scott Meador (’89) is the Pastor 
of Beacon Hill Church of the Nazarene 
in Washington where he lives with his 
wife Cindy.

Rev. Douglas G. Evans (’92) is a 
chaplain at Forsythe Medical Center in 
Winston-Salem, NC. 

Rev. John E. Rivas (’93) joined the 
General Board of Discipleship for the 
United Methodist Church as Director 
of Development in Nashville, TN.  He 
lives in Brentwood with his wife, 
Cecillia, and their 4 children, Chelsea, JJ, 
Riley, and Connor.

Mr. Yong Jue Lee (’94) is a pastor in 
South Korea near Inceons International 
Airport.  He and his wife have three 
children and plan to return to the U.S. 
in two years to finish their studies.

Mr. Hailu Beyero (’96) is currently 
serving as a secretary to the board 
of elders at the Ethiopian Christian 
Fellowship Church in Olathe, KS.

Rev. Jerry L. Dooley (’96) received 
his Doctor of Ministry Degree in 
Formational Counseling from Ashland 
Theological Seminary in Ohio.  He is 
the pastor at Ripley Church of the 
Nazarene in West Virginia where he 
lives with his wife Jodi.
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Imagination and Worship
In commemoration of the 300th anniversary 

of the birth of Charles Wesley

November 7-8, 2007

Keynote Speaker: Dr. S T Kimbrough, Jr. 
Founding director of the Charles Wesley Society and 

preeminent Charles Wesley Scholar and musician

Celebrate the life of Charles Wesley as he lived in his day and explore 
the place of imagination and creative expression in our day as it 

applies to worship and the church  
 

Sponsored by NTS Center for Life Long Learning 
and MidAmerica Nazarene University

Funding provided in part by the Watkins Lectures in Church Music  
(an NTS Endowment)

Wednesday evening, November 7
Hymn Sing

Olathe College Church of the Nazarene

Thursday morning/afternoon, November 8
Nazarene Theological Seminary

Speakers will include S.T. Kimbrough and Tim Keel

Thursday evening, November 8 
Sweet Singer: Life of Charles Wesley
One man play preformed by Dr. S T Kimbrough, Jr 

MNU Performing Arts Center

For more information, log on to www.nts.edu.

 
Log on to www.nts.edu to. . .
• Register online for events 
• �Download a registration form that you 

can fax or mail
• �View a more detailed schedule and 

information on all the featured 
presenters

• �View more information about topics and 
themes that will be covered

note date 
change

From Rev. Deirdre Brower Latz, Nazarene 
Theological College (Manchester England), 
Lecturer in Pastoral and Social Theology.  Rev. 
Brower was the NTS Preacher of the Year in 
the spring 2007 semester.  

The Shaping of Things to Come: 
Innovation and Mission for the 21 
Century Church by Michael Frost and Alan 
Hirsch (Hendrickson Publishing, 2003) 

Frost and Hirsch touch on critical changes 
in the world and ask how Kingdom people 
respond with grace.  At different points in 
the book the author says things that are 
important—but might hurt to hear.

Methodism: Empire of the Spirit by David 
Hempton (Yale University Press, 2005)  

This book is a thorough and helpful analysis of 
Methodism and the movement of the spirit. It 
touches on Methodist history in America and 
is very interesting.

The Powers that be: Theology for a New 
Millennium by Walter Wink (Doubleday, 
1998)  

This is a brilliant analysis of the world we live 
in and the age old powers and principalities.

Ancient-Future Faith: Rethinking 
Evangelicalism for a Postmodern World 
by Robert E. Webber (Baker Books, 1999)  

Robert Webber gives a thought provoking look 
at drawing the best from the past and being 
both aware and visionary in relation to the 
future.

MYbookshelf
Suggested Resources & Must Reads!

Nazarene Theological Seminary
1700 E. Meyer Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64131
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